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LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION – FROM SHANE O’KELLY, PRESIDENT & CEO, ADVANCE AUTO PARTS
To Whom It May Concern,
It is my absolute pleasure to recommend Ather Williams III, a leader whose intelligence, empathy, and commitment to excellence have made him one of the most respected executives I’ve encountered.
Ather embodies a rare trifecta of intellectual depth, emotional intelligence, and managerial acumen. He has an extraordinary ability to connect with people across all levels, whether speaking with senior board members or engaging with junior team members, and each person walks away feeling understood, valued, and inspired. That is the hallmark of a true leader.
What I admire most about Ather is his unshakeable commitment to excellence. He recognizes the realities of the business world but never allows them to diminish his drive to do what is right, meaningful, and exceptional. He leads by example, consistently raising the bar for himself and those around him.
Throughout his career, Ather has earned his seat at every table not through privilege, but through performance and principle. His leadership across institutions like Wells Fargo, Bank of America, and JPMorgan demonstrates not only strategic brilliance but also deep integrity. He is a leader who builds trust, empowers others, and transforms the organizations he serves.
I give my strongest and most personal recommendation for Ather Williams III. He is a rare talent and an even rarer individual, one who will leave every organization better than he found it.
Sincerely,
Shane O’Kelly
President & Chief Executive Officer
Advance Auto Parts
